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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
MARLBOROUGH  &  RAMSBURY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors. 

Mr.  Chairman ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Public 
Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  your  District  for  the  year  1948 ; 
during  which  year  there  have  been  considerable  changes  due  to  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  and  the  National  Assistance  Act. 

I  would  like  to  put  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  given  me 
by  Dr.  Wilson,,  when  he  handed  over  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  also 
to  thank  Mr.  Hunt,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Staff  for  their  co-operation 
in  my  first  year  with  the  District. 

This  Report  incorporates  that  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

1  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Johnson, 

M  edical  Officer  of  Health . 


Rudge  Farm  House, 

Froxfield,  Marlborough. 


STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

D.  L.  Johnson,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  Surveyor  : 
K.  F.  Hudson,  m.s.i.a.,  a.r.,  san.i. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 

•  •  • 

94,511 

Number  of  Parishes 

•  •  • 

25 

Population — Census  1931 

•  •  • 

10,721 

Population  mid-1948,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- General 

9,926 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

3,095 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1948 

•  •  • 

51 

By  Private  Enterprise 

•  •  • 

12 

By  Local  Authority 

•  •  • 

39 

Rateable  Value 

•  •  • 

£42,206 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

Number  of  Domestic  Dwellings  connected  to  main 

•  •  • 

water 

£190 

supply 

•  •  • 

907 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

...  118 

86 

204 

Legitimate 

...  112 

80 

192 

Illegitimate 

6 

6 

12 

Still  Births 

. . .  — 

2 

2 

Legitimate 

— 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

...  — 

— 

— 

Live  Birth  Rate 

20.6 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  &  Wales 

17.9 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  causes 

...  53 

65 

118 

Crude  Death  Rate 

11.9 

Crude  Death  Rate  for  England  &  Wales 

10.8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

T  o  tal  « « .  . . .  . . « 

8 

— 

8 

Legitimate 

8 

— 

8 

Illegitimate 

...  — 

— 

— 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

39.2 

Infantile  Death  Rate  for  England  &  Wales 

34.0 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  largest  number  of  notifications  was  of  Whooping  Couph,  with 
80  cases,  over  half  of  which  occurred  in  July.  Ramsbury  was  the 
village  most  affected.  1  infant  died  in  hospital. 

There  were  44  notifications  of  Measles,  all  between  March  and 
July.  This  was  only  one-third  of  the  number  for  the  previous  year. 

A  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  from  Little  Bedwyn,  but  was 
subsequently  re-diagnosed  :  the  patient  was  admitted  to  Hospital,  and 
precautionary  measures  were  taken  among  other  members  of  the 
family. 

A  case  of  clinical  dysentry  was  notified  from  Ham,  but  was  not 
confirmed  bacteriologically,  and  there  were  no  further  developments. 

There  were  very  few  other  notifications,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
table,  showing  the  Monthly  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases,  at  the  end 
of  this  Report. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

13  new  cases  were  added  to  the  Register,  8  Pulmonary  and  5 
Non-Pulmonary.  There  were  3  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
and  1  other  removed  from  the  Register  on  transfer  to  another  district. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  responsibility  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  passed  to  the 
County  Council  on  July  5th  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
1946,  but  prior  to  this  date  a  considerable  number  of  immunisations 
and  re-inforcements  were  done.  Most  of  the  schools  were  visited  twice, 
with  a  view  to  protecting  those  who  had  missed  immunisation  as 
infante,  and  to  re-inforcing  the  immunity  of  others.  General 
Practitioners  continued  to  co-operate,  particularly  in  immunising 
infants  at  home  and  at  their  surgeries. 

In  order  to  keep  Diphtheria  at  its  present  low  incidence,  a  high 
state  of  immunisation  in  the  District  must  still  be  of  importance  to 
this  authority.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  my  duties  with  the  County 
Council  enable  me  to  retain  an  active  part  in  this  work 

The  Immunisation  state  in  the  District  as  at  31st  December,  1948 
was  as  follows  : — 


Completed  Immunisations 

Child 

Population 

Percentage 

Immunised 

Under  5 

Over  5 

383 

1457 

2350 

78.0 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 


No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act  of  1948,  which  came  into  force  on  5th  July.  One  case 
of  an  old  person  unable  to  give  himself  proper  care  and  attention  was 
brought  to  my  notice,  and  a  place  was  found  for  him  in  a  County 
Council  Home,  into  which  he  went  voluntarily. 


HOUSING 


The  following  is  a  table  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 


Parish 

Council  Houses 

Private  Houses 

Broad  Hinton 

— 

2 

Grafton 

10 

5 

Great  Bedwyn 

13 

1 

Mildenhall 

— 

•  3 

Ramsbury 

4 

— 

Shalbourne 

— 

1 

West  Overton 

12 

— 

Total 

39 

12 

In  addition,  20  houses  were  in  course  of  erection  in  the  parishes  of 
Aldbourne,  Axford  and  Great  Bedwyn. 

No  Statutory  Notices  of  Demolition  Orders  were  served  during  the 
year.  As  a  result  of  informal  action  41  houses  wTere  made  fit. 

42  houses  were  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  the  Housing  Survey  : 
the  total  now  classified  is  still  only  a  fraction  of  those  to  be  done,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  make  much  progress  without  additional  help.  The 
completion  of  this  Survey  is,  in  my  opinion,  most  desirable,  particularly 
for  the  help  it  would  give  in  assessing  future  housing  needs. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

There  are  at  present  3  piped  public  water  supplies  in  the  District, 
as  follows : — 

(a)  Baydon  (Water  supplied  by  Hungerford  Rural  District 

Council). 

(b)  Aldbourne,  Ramsbury  and  Chilton  Foliat. 

(c)  Great  Bedwyn  and  Chisbury. 


The  following  is  a  table  showing  the  properties  and  population 
supplied  by  the  Public  Water  Supplies  : — 


Parish 

Direct  to  Houses 

By  means  of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Baydon 

68 

204 

— 

Little  Bedwyn 

44 

132 

— 

— 

Great  Bedwyn 

186 

558 

_ 

— 

Aldbourne 

268 

804 

— 

— 

Chilton  Foliat 

44 

132 

— 

— 

Ramsbury 

297 

891 

— 

• — 

Total 

907 

2,721 

— 

— 

These  supplies  are  adequate  in  quantity  and  quality,  and  the 
water  is  chlorinated  at  Ramsbury  Pumping  Station,  and  at  the  Works 
supplying  the  water  to  the  tower  at  Baydon .  Samples  for  bacteriological 
examination  were  taken  at  various  points  on  the  mains  during  the  year, 
and  the  results  were  as  shown  below 


Supply 

No.  Samples 
Taken 

No.  Samples 
Satisfactory 

No.  Samples  1 
slightly 
unsatisfactory 

No.  Samples 
Not 

Satisfactory 

Baydon 

6 

6 

Great 

Bedwyn 

4 

O 

O 

1 

— 

Ramsbury 

and 

Aldbourne 

4 

4 

— 

As  the  water  supply  in  this  area  is  practically  all  from  chalk  there 
is  no  risk  of  any  plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  Water  supplies  to  the  other  parishes  in  the  District  are 
private  piped  supplies  to  estates  and  farms  and  adjoining  cottages  ; 
wells  to  individual  properties ;  or  wells  shared  by  a  number  of  houses. 
In  a  number  of  cases  farmers  supply  water  to  parts  of  the  villages 
adjoining.  In  several  parishes,  especially  during  drought  periods,  some 
of  the  wells  dry  up  entirely  and  others  are  very  low.  These  facts  were 
emphasised  in  the  evidence  given  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Inspector 
at  the  Public  Enquiry  into  the  Avebury  WTater  Scheme:  the 
bacteriological  samples  taken  for  this  same  enquiry  showed  serious 
contamination. 

Since  the  enquiry  this  scheme  has  not  made  very  rapid  progress 
as  the  detailed  plans  and  specifications  were  being  prepared  by  the 
Engineers  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Further  schemes  for  supplying  water  to  Shalbourne,  Grafton, 
Ogbourne  S.  Andrew  and  Ogbourne  S.  George  are  in  preparation,  and 
the  provision  of  water  for  Mildenhall  and  Axford  is  under  consideration. 

Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  various  private  supplies 
during  the  course  of  the  year,  and,  where  necessary,  advice  was  given  as 
to  how  the  supply  could  be  improved  in  quality.  In  one  case,  the 
water  supply  was  suspected  of  causing  an  outbreak  of  gastro-enteritis 
in  a  boarding  school,  and  the  source  of  contamination  was  located  and 
remedied. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  are  no  public  sewerage  schemes  in  the  District,  other  than 
the  sullage  water  drainage  system  installed  by  the  Savernake  Estate 
many  years  ago  in  Great  Bedwyn. 

The  Public  enquiry  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the 
Ramsbury  and  Aldbourne  Sewerage  Scheme  resulted  in  permission  being 
given  for  the  Ramsbury  portion  only,  and  work  on  this  was  commenced 
at  the  beginning  of  November.  In  my  opinion  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  get  permission  to  start  on  the  Aldbourne  section,  as  the  needs 
of  this  village  are  even  greater  than  those  of  Ramsbury. 

Drainage  schemes  for  other  villages  are  being  considered  by  the 
Council. 

The  number  of  privies  in  this  District  is  diminishing,  and  only 
isolated  cases  are  found  in  the  outlying  areas.  During  the  year  6  were 
converted  to  pail  closets. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  with  one  Dennis 
10-cubic-yard  vehicle.  Disposal  is  by  Controlled  Tipping  in  a  disused 
gravel  pit,  which  is  ideal  for  the  purpose :  this  Tip  is  a  model  of  its 
kind.  There  is  a  fortnightly  collection  in  10  parishes,  and  a  four-weekly 
one  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  District. 


SALVAGE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  collection  of  Salvage  continues  and  the  quantity  obtained 
during  1948  showed  a  considerable  increase  over  the  previous  year  in 
both  quantity  and  value.  This  form  of  refuse  is  at  present  a  valuable 
commodity. 


The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  salvage 

for  the  vears  1947  -  1948  : — 

•/ 


1947 

1948 

Weight 

Value 

Weight 

Value 

T.  C.  Q.  lbs. 

£  s. 

d. 

T.  C.  Q.  lbs. 

£  s. 

d. 

Paper 

28  10  2  0 

113  12 

0 

41  17  10 

266  2 

2 

Rags 

1  0  0  25 

19  19 

0 

1  13  1  20 

38  11 

1 

Bones 

7  1  2 

1  17 

8 

— 

— 

Scrap  Iron 
Bottles 

11  3  1  0 

25  9 

0 

12  16  2  0 

26  7 

0 

and  Jars 

322  doz. 

23  13 

1 

340  doz. 

21  8 

4 

Total 

£184  10 

9 

Total 

£352  8 

7 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

The  inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  has  continued  and  the 
general  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained. 

Milk  producers  continue  to  show  interest  in  the  production  of  one 
of  the  Designated  Milks,  either  Accredited  or  Tuberculin  Tested.  All 
possible  help  is  given  by  this  department  for  this  purpose.  During  the 
year  14  visits  to  farms  were  made  in  company  with  the  County  Dairy 
Advisory  Officer  and  information  and  advice  were  given  to  farmers  to 
enable  them  to  adjust  their  buildings  and  methods  for  the  production 
of  one  of  these  Designated  Milks. 

Of  the  169  producers  in  the  district  51  are  licensed  for  the 
production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  34  for  production  of 
Accredited  milk.  This  is  a  gain  of  7  producers  of  T.T.  and  a  loss  of 
2  Accredited  over  last  year. 


LEGAL  ACTION 


No  legal  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 
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Nuisances 

301 

88 

53 

— 

46 

— 

41 

Slaughterhouses 
Knackers’  Yards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Places  where  food 
is  prepared 

22 

6 

2 

_ 

1 

_ 

4 

Cowsheds,  Dairies 
and  Milkshops 
Butchers’  Shops 

136 

50 

15 

. 

15 

_ 

35 

12 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Tents,  Vans  and 
Sheds 

8 

4 

4 

Bakehouses 

23 

9 

3 

— 

3 

— 

6 

Totals 

502 

161 

73 

—— 

66 

— 

93 

Housing 

82 

Infectious  Diseases 

7 

Factories 

8 

Refuse  Collection 

111 

Water  Samples  etc. 

51 

Council  House  Enquiries 

54 

Ramsbury  Drainage  ... 

11 

New  Buildings 

282 

New  Drainage 

158 

Unclassified 

94' 

Total  858 

Total  number  of  all  inspections  1.360 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Number  of  Wholesale  Producers  registered  ...  ...  169 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  registered  ...  ...  55 

Approximate  number  of  cows  ...  ...  ...  6,750 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

All  the  slaughtering  for  the  district  is  carried  out  in  the 
Government  Controlled  Slaughterhouses  situated  in  the  Borough  of 
Marlborough. 

Number  of  licensed  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  — 

Notices  received  of  regular  slaughter  ...  ...  ...  _ 

Notices  received  of  casual  slaughter  ...  ...  ...  i 

Number  of  condemnations,  Meat  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  condemnations,  other  foods  in  shops  etc.  ...  2 


MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

Poliomyelitis 

Dysentry 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Malaria 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 


- 1 - 

1  3 - 3 - 2  —  2 

1 - 


1 


-  2  12  7  7  9  7 - 

—  2  1  1  1  16  41  833—  4 


'  3 

1 

0 

1 

11 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

44 

80 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

AS  RETURNED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR-GENERAL 


1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

M. 

F. 

Total 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

2 

3 

7 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

• — 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M) 
and  Uterus  (F) 

1 

2 

3 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

15 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

5 

9 

14 

17 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

18 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

5 

8 

13 

19 

Heart  Diseases 

16 

28 

44 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

2 

5 

21 

Bronchitis 

3 

— 

3 

22 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

5 

23 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

25 

Diarrhoea — under  2  years 

— 

— 

— 

26 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

28 

Nephritis 

— 

1 

1 

29 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortional  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— ■ 

— 

31 

Premature  Births 

2 

— 

o 

u 

32 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injuries  and 
Infantile  Diseases 

4 

1 

5 

33 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

— 

2 

35 

Other  Violent  Causes 

— 

1 

1 

36 

All  Other  Causes  ... 

5 

4 

9 

53  65  118 


All  Causes 
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